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Legislative Vote Record Report
A Look at How State Lawmakers Voted on Legislation Significant to ACWA Members

What’s In This Report

This report lists all California Senate and Assembly members and how they voted on legislation significant to ACWA members.  A short summary of the bills and their status at the end of the legislative session is also provided.  ACWA’s position was the position at the time of the floor vote listed.  The final ACWA position may have changed due to amendments accepted by the author during the course of the legislative process.  Amendments can potentially change the impact of a bill significantly, and result in either the addition or removal of opposition.  

Also included are several bills that ACWA has either sponsored or supported that were initiated on the part of ACWA’s membership.  These bills have been worked on extensively by ACWA’s State Legislative Department.     

All votes listed are Senate or Assembly floor votes. 

Please note: There are times when a legislator is not present when a vote is cast and therefore does not record a vote on a particular bill. There are other times when a legislator, at our request, does not cast a vote.  [Please see “Abbreviations used in this Report” for more information].  It is best to use the information in this report as one part of a larger advocacy effort that includes frequent contact and communication with your legislators.

Please let us know how we can improve the format and content of this report. We welcome and encourage your comments. If you need additional information, please contact Natasha Hagaman, Legislative Analyst at (916) 441-4545 or natashah@acwanet.com.

How To Use This Report

ACWA members should review this vote record report to see how legislators in their region voted on bills of importance to the water community. ACWA recommends that members send a short thank you letter to legislators if they supported our positions. Be sure to mention bill numbers and titles. If your legislators DID NOT support ACWA’s position, write a short letter stating why the bill was important to your agency and the legislator’s constituents. Politely ask the legislator to explain why he or she could not support the ACWA position on the bill.  As always, please send copies of correspondence sent and received to ACWA’s State Legislative Department by FAX at (916) 325-2306.

ACWA recommends that you use the information in this report when visiting legislators and/or staff at their district offices or at the State Capitol. If this is done 

on a consistent basis, legislators and their staff will realize that ACWA members are monitoring their votes and may become more responsive to ACWA member agency contacts.

Who Receives This Vote Record Report

The 2002 Legislative Vote Record Report is distributed to member agencies, ACWA region board members, the ACWA State Legislative Committee, the ACWA Local Government Committee, the ACWA Communications Committee and the ACWA Board of Directors. Copies are also sent to all California Senate and Assembly members.

Abbreviations Used in This Report

A – Indicates the legislator cast a vote that supported ACWA’s position on the bill.

N – Indicates the legislator cast a vote AGAINST ACWA’s position.

NV – Means the legislator did not cast a vote on the bill. It could mean the legislator was not on the floor when the final vote was called or abstained from voting.  Not voting on a particular bill could be interpreted positively if ACWA opposes the bill, or negatively if ACWA supports the bill. 

AB – Means the legislator was absent that day, and did not cast a vote on the bill due to their absence.
       Summary of Bills Highlighted in this Report

AB 857 – Wiggins

Codifies three priorities for State funding: (1) infrastructure that promotes infill development and equity; (2) infrastructure that protects environmental and agricultural resources; and (3) infrastructure that encourages efficient development patterns. 

	Passed Assembly in conference report on August 29, 2002.

Passed Senate in conference report on August 29, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 1016, Statutes of 2002.

ACWA Position: Oppose
	AYES 41 – NOES 34

AYES 23 – NOES 12




AB 1864 – Salinas

Expands the definition of “supplemental water” in the Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency Act to include recycled water.  The definition of “supplemental water” in the agency’s enabling act was limited to surface water, imported groundwater, and conserved floodwaters within the watershed. 

	Passed Assembly on April 4, 2002.

Passed Senate on May 16, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 50, Statutes of 2002.  ACWA Position: Support
	AYES 76 – NOES 0

AYES 38 – NOES 0




AB 1948 – Kelley
Revises the method of calculating independent special district revenues in order to determine independent special districts' apportionments of the net operating expenses for the local agency formation commission.  Provides that no independent special district shall be apportioned a share of more than 50% of the total independent special districts' share of the commission's operational costs. 

	Passed Assembly on August 20, 2002.

Passed Senate on August 14, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 493, Statutes of 2002.

ACWA Position: Sponsor
	AYES 77 – NOES 0

AYES 39 – NOES 0




AB 1972 – Frommer
Requires public water systems to include health effects language in annual consumer confidence reports whenever a Public Health Goal (PHG) is exceeded. A PHG is established for a level of the contaminant in drinking water that is not anticipated to cause or contribute adverse health effects, without considering the technological or economic viability of achieving this level. 

	Passed Assembly May 20, 2002.

Passed Senate August 27, 2002.

Vetoed by the Governor.


ACWA Position: Oppose
	AYES 45 – NOES 29

AYES 22 – NOES 12




AB 1986 – Diaz
Removes the provision excluding special district board of director’s members from participating in the Public Employees' Retirement System. States that final compensation computations will be based on actual compensation received for service rendered as a board member.

	Passed Assembly May 28, 2002.

Passed Senate August 27, 2002.

Vetoed by the Governor.

ACWA Position: Co-Sponsor
	AYES 77 – NOES 0

AYES 39 – NOES 0




AB 2141 – Firebaugh

Expands existing law regarding public notification and public involvement programs when a hazardous materials release into the environment occurs.

	Passed Assembly May 29, 2002.

Passed Senate August 27, 2002.

Died in Assembly Concurrence file.


ACWA Position: Support
	AYES 47 – NOES 27

AYES 22 – NOES 12




AB 2481 – Frommer

Strengthens requirements for underground storage tanks containing gasoline to provide greater protections to water quality.  Eliminates requirement for water agencies to aggressively pursue cost recovery from a responsible party for state assistance claims below $1 million.

	Passed Assembly on concurrence August 30, 2002.

Passed Senate August 29, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 999, Statutes of 2002.

ACWA Position: Support
	AYES 56 – NOES 23

AYES 25 – NOES 11




AB 2645 – Aanestad

Expands the Brown Act closed session meeting exemptions to include discussion of matters relating to threats to the security of essential public services, including water, drinking water, wastewater, and electric service. Additionally permits agency counsel or security operations personnel to be present in closed sessions.

	Passed Assembly May 6, 2002.

Passed Senate August 27, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 1120, Statutes of 2002.

ACWA Position: Sponsor
	AYES 68 – NOES 1

AYES 39 – NOES 0




SB 1093 -- Costa
Exempts Sly Park Reservoir from existing law’s prohibition against bodily contact with water in a reservoir in which water is stored for domestic use, provided that specified conditions are satisfied. 

	Passed Assembly August 30, 2002

Passed Senate on concurrence August 31, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 968, Statutes of 2002.

ACWA Position: Support
	AYES 79 – NOES 0

AYES 27 – NOES 7




SB 1326 -- Committee on Local Government
Amends the Water Code to require nominations for election to the office of trustee to the board of a reclamation district to state if the nomination is for an unexpired term.  Additionally, specifically authorizes counties, cities, and special districts to pay benefits to dependents of retired employees.  

	Passed Assembly August 15, 2002.

Passed Senate on concurrence August 22, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 454, Statutes of 2002.

ACWA Position: Support
	AYES 78 – NOES 0

AYES 39 – NOES 0




SB 1384 -- Costa
Clarifies that the protections afforded individual districts by AB 1948 cannot be overridden without the consent of the individual district.  Requires urban water suppliers that rely upon a wholesale agency for a source of water to provide the wholesale agency with water use projections for the next 20 years, and would identify and quantify existing and planned sources of water available to the urban water supplier during various water-year types.

	Passed Assembly August 29, 2002.

Passed Senate on concurrence August 31, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 969, Statutes of 2002.

ACWA Position: Support
	AYES 79 – NOES 0

AYES 35 – NOES 1




SB 1518 -- Torlakson
Sanitary districts no longer have to obtain consent from a water supplier before supplying recycled water in the same service area.  

	Passed Senate April 22, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 261, Statutes of 2002.

ACWA Position: Oppose
	AYES 37 – NOES 0




SB 1586 -- Haynes
Requires that any resolution from a special district requesting termination of annexation proceedings be based on written findings supported by substantial evidence in the record that the request is justified by financial or service related concerns. 

	Passed Senate May 28, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 547, Statutes of 2002.

ACWA Position: Oppose
	AYES 26 – NOES 6




SB 1653 -- Costa
Establishes a 20-member California Bay-Delta Authority (CBDA) within the Resources Agency to oversee the implementation of the CALFED program.  Prescribes the authority's organization, powers, and purposes.

	Passed Assembly August 28, 2002.

Passed Senate on concurrence August 29, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 812, Statutes of 2003.

ACWA Position: Support
	AYES 55 – NOES 20

AYES 23 – NOES 9




SB 1711 -- Costa
Specifies that water treatment facilities are included among those facilities that are exempt from city and county building and zoning ordinances. This bill corrects the appellate court decision Topsail Homeowners Association v. Soquel Creek Water District, et al.

	Passed Assembly June 27, 2002.

Passed Senate August 8, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 267, Statutes of 2002.

ACWA Position: Sponsor
	AYES 74 – NOES 0

AYES 35 – NOES 0




SB 1755 -- Soto
Authorizes county water districts and municipal water districts to provide, generate, and deliver electricity, and to construct, operate, and maintain works, facilities, improvements, and property for that generation and delivery.

	Passed Assembly August 27, 2002.

Passed Senate August 29, 2002.

Approved by the Governor. Chapter 848, Statutes of 2002.

ACWA Position: Support
	AYES 79 – NOES 1

AYES 40 – NOES 0




SB 1828 -- Burton
Significantly would have limited a lead agency's ability to make a finding of overriding considerations by allowing only the following factors to be considered: environmental, public health and safety. 

	Passed Assembly August 28, 2002.

Passed Senate May 29, 2002.

Vetoed by the Governor.

ACWA Position: Oppose
	AYES 50 – NOES 15

AYES 22 – NOES 10
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