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STATE STUDY FINDS DELTA WATER PROJECT TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE

Water Storage and Supply Project Advances Within CALFED Bay-Delta Program

Sacramento, CA – One of California’s critically needed water storage and supply projects advanced another step forward today as state agencies studying the In-Delta Storage Project, an innovative plan to store water in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, announced the project is technically feasible and can provide significant statewide benefits. 

With water demand rapidly rising and regulatory and environmental constraints further straining existing water resources, California’s elected officials, water industry and business community have placed a high priority on expanding and improving California’s water infrastructure, calling construction of new water storage facilities and development of new water supplies critical components to ensuring the state’s continued economic viability. Recent additional restrictions along the Colorado River, one of California’s major water sources, further jeopardize the state’s water supply for people, farms and business. Therefore, every effort must be made to create new water supplies and efficiently store surpluses when available. 

The California Bay-Delta Authority (“CBDA”), a consortium of federal and state agencies charged with managing water supplies and ecosystems within the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, is currently studying a short list of proposed water storage and supply projects, including the In-Delta Storage Project, for potential construction and implementation. Today’s announcement is an important step forward for the state and the water industry at large as any real progress in constructing new surface water storage facilities has yet to materialize, despite the constant calls for action. All other proposed storage projects are at very preliminary phases of investigation. To date, the In-Delta Storage Project is the only proposed water storage and supply project to have been determined technically feasible.

CBDA and the California Department of Water Resources (“DWR”), with technical assistance from the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, conducted a state feasibility study of the In-Delta Storage Project during the past year. The report concluded that the project is technically feasible, will provide significant statewide benefits and can be built safely. The study evaluated project operations, water quality, engineering, environmental and economic issues. The study’s engineering design and risk analyses were peer reviewed and endorsed by DWR’s independent panel of renowned water and engineering experts. 

- more -

“We are very pleased with the findings of CALFED’s much anticipated study,” said Andy Moran, general manager for the Delta Wetlands Project. “The state’s study has demonstrated that we can 

safely construct a water project that will provide a new source of high quality water for California’s thirsty residents and businesses, provide critically needed new storage capacity, and protect and enhance the environment.”

“Recognizing state’s current fiscal constraints, the In-Delta Storage Project presents the California Bay-Delta Authority with their best opportunity to move beyond studies and actually implement a new surface water storage project,” added Moran. 

“The In-Delta Storage Project could provide a variety of benefits and contribute to meeting each of CalFed’s four objectives for water supply reliability, water quality, ecosystem restoration and levee system integrity.” (Source: DWR’s Draft Executive Summary, In-Delta Storage Program State Feasibility Study, January 2004)

According to the state feasibility study, the In-Delta Storage Project could:

· Provide additional, new water supplies for urban and agricultural interests. Per operating agreements with urban water agencies, the project will comply and even exceed all existing drinking water quality standards for the Delta.
· Provide 217,000 acre-feet of new storage capacity, able to capture and store excess water (typically during storms or other events that produce large flows through the Delta) and also releases from overflowing upstream reservoirs that would otherwise be lost.

· Provide water to support CalFed’s Environmental Water Account, protecting fish at sensitive times and ensuring deliveries to water users are not impacted.
· Improve operational flexibility of the state and federal projects.

· Improve Delta water quality (i.e. salinity), by releasing fresh water into the Delta in a timely and flexible manner.

· Provide temporary storage for water transfers, aiding state water users who have not had enough storage opportunities.

· Improve quality and availability of habitat for fish and other wildlife living in the Bay-Delta eco-system.
· Provide additional water to support CalFed’s Ecosystem Restoration Program and federal wildlife refuges.
· Reduce risk of regional flood damage, diverting water onto the reservoir islands during high flow season and lowering water in adjoining channels.
· Improve seismic stability of existing levees, reducing the risk of levee failure and associated saltwater intrusion from the San Francisco Bay.
· Benefit state and federal projects by helping meet Delta water quality standards, adding water into the system that the projects would otherwise have to provide.
· Provide regional recreational benefits.
· Be built safely. The project will meet all state and federal criteria for safety and risk factors, ensuring protection of neighboring properties.

After a 30-day public review and comment period, a final state feasibility study will be issued for public review. It is anticipated that some additional economic and environmental studies will be required in 2004 before any final decision on implementation can be made.


The Delta Wetlands Project is supported by a broad coalition, including the California Chamber of Commerce, California Business Properties Association, California Business Roundtable, California Building Industry Association, Silicon Valley Manufacturers Group, and California Council for Environmental and Economic Balance, who have called for its timely implementation.

Located in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and straddling San Joaquin and Contra Costa counties, the project involves four Delta islands.  After years of farming and subsidence, the islands’ land elevations are now below sea level. By fortifying the surrounding levee systems, the project will be able to store significant amounts of water on two of the islands, forming a greatly needed new surface water storage facility.  The reservoir islands will be able to capture water when it is available (typically during storms or other events that produce large flows through the Delta), for later use when water is scarce. 

Nine thousand acres on the two remaining islands will be set aside permanently as wetland and wildlife habitat, forming a mosaic of seasonal and permanent wetlands, riparian woodland zones, ponds and lakes, and open grassland areas.  The habitat islands will provide extremely valuable wetland and wildlife benefits to the Delta, supporting a wide variety of species, including listed and endangered plants and animals and migratory waterfowl.  In addition, a significant level of farming activity will be integrated into the habitat plan, preserving much of the history and character of the area.

Delta Wetlands has successfully completed an exhaustive fifteen-year environmental review process, receiving all necessary approvals from nearly a dozen state and federal agencies.  The CBDA is currently in the final stages of studying the In-Delta Storage Project for potential acquisition.


For more information on the In-Delta Storage Project or to learn what other supporters are saying about the project, please visit its web site at www.deltawetlands.com.

###

