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CALFED and Recreation
Introduction

The San Francisco Bay/Sacramento San Joaquin Delta (Bay-Delta), the largest estuary on the West Coast.  This maze of tributaries, sloughs and islands, creates a haven for over 750 species of plants and wildlife.  The Delta also represents a 750,000 acre landscape of canals, cuts, levees and islands in five counties that supplies drinking water for two-thirds of the state and irrigation water for over 7 million acres of agricultural land.  The Delta is also an important recreation area supporting a variety of recreation activities.  

Historically, the Delta has been transformed by diverting water, building levees, planting crops and developing housing.  Increased population, exotic species, water pollution and other factors have seriously impacted the fish and wildlife resources in the Bay-Delta.  Today no one solution can solve ongoing conflicts between water supply, water quality and endangered fish.  For years the conflicts and solutions appeared to be irrevocably interconnected.
CALFED Bay Delta Program

The CALFED Bay Delta Program represents the efforts of state and federal agencies, urban, agricultural and environmental stakeholders, and the public to resolve some of California’s historic water conflicts with a collaborative, non-regulatory approach to solving problems.

The California Bay Delta Authority oversees and implements the CALFED Bay Delta Program.  The Authority consists of 25 state and federal agencies: six state agencies, six federal agencies, five regional representatives, one representative of the Bay Delta Public Advisory Committee, one member appointed by Senate Pro- Tem and one member appointed by the Speaker of the Assembly.  The CBDA coordinates actions of member agencies and assists in implementing the program outlined in the Record of Decision (ROD, discussed below).
The mission of the CALFED Bay Delta program is to develop a long-term comprehensive plan that will restore ecological health and improve water management for the beneficial uses of the Bay Delta program.  The primary goal is to optimize existing channels, pumps and fish facilities rather than building additional solutions: a new paradigm based on managing assets and reducing impacts by working with nature.

CALFED Bay Delta Preferred Alternative and Record of Decision (ROD)
The Record of Decision (ROD August 28, 2000), for the CALFED Bay-Delta Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement and Report culminates the NEPA and CEQA processes.  The ROD describes the long term plan (Preferred Program Alternative), includes specific actions, describes a strategy to implement the plan, and identifies other actions the individual CALFED Agencies will pursue.  
The Preferred Program Alternative consists of eight broadly-described programmatic actions that set the long-term direction for the 30-year CALFED Program: 

· Levee System Integrity Program
· Water Quality Program
· Ecosystem Restoration Program
· Water Use Efficiency Program
· Water Transfer Program
· Watershed Program
· Storage
· Conveyance
CALFED AND RECREATION
Implementation of the CALFED Bay Delta Program could influence the quality and extent of water-based recreation.  The CALFED Programmatic EIS/EIR identifies recreation as a Delta resource rather than a problem or program element.  As such, the specific actions or projects that result from the CALFED program must consider the implications or impacts upon recreation.
The CEQA Findings of Fact (August 28, 2000), states that implementation of the Preferred Program Alternative may have significant effects on recreation including:
· Temporary closure of recreation areas during construction.

· Decrease in recreation opportunities.

· Increases in boat traffic due to speed zone restrictions or prohibition of motorized boating.

· More stringent enforcement of boat discharges.

· Temporary or permanent changes in boating access and navigation.

· Permanent closure of recreation facilities.

· Potential decrease in flooded lands suitable for wildlife, hunting, and fishing.

· Reduce water-contact recreation quality from cold water reservoir releases.

· Displacement of fish and wildlife and loss of terrestrial and loss of on-stream recreation.

· Reduced access to recreation facilities and decreased recreation opportunities from changes in reservoir levels.

· Short term construction impacts of dredging, such as obstructing or closing channels and creating noise and visual impacts.

Given that the Preferred Program Alternative may have these potentially significant effects, the ROD (CALFED Bay Delta Program, ROD, August 28, 2000) includes the following mitigation measures to reduce these potential effects on recreation:

1. Incorporate project level recreation improvements and enhancements.

2. Work with recreational interests to protect and enhance recreation resources.

3. Conduct an analysis of boating circulation to ensure that appropriate alternative routes are identified and clearly marked if boating circulation in the Delta is to be modified due to temporary, seasonal, or permanent channel closures or to speed restrictions.

4. Identify and mark alternate boating routes.

5. Restore and design existing and new levees to accommodate vehicular access and parking for shoreline fishing, boat launching, swimming, hiking, bicycling, and wildlife viewing where feasible.

6. Maintain boating access to prime areas.

7. Construct portage facilities.

8. Construct boat locks.

9. Provide public information regarding alternate access.

10. Avoid construction during peak-use seasons and times.

11. Post warning signs and buoys in channels.

12. Provide in-kind recreation facilities.

13. Maintain reservoir levels as high as feasible during the recreation season, given regulatory and other operational constraints.

14. Minimize water level fluctuation and establish minimum pool levels.

15. Coordinate operation of all reservoir facilities to minimize adverse reservoir fluctuations in any particular facility consistent with regulatory and operational constraints.

16. Purchase trail rights-of-way or recreational easements.  
17. Provide or improve vehicle access and parking for recreation areas.  
18. Provide access to waterfront areas and island edges.

19. Create new day-use boating and camping areas.

20. Relocate or construct new recreation facilities and infrastructure.

CEQA Definition of Project
In 2003, the Delta Protection Commission adopted an interim process for review of recreation improvements and enhancements for proposed CBDA Projects.   The interim process uses CEQA to define individual “projects” and the outlines current proposed projects.
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) [Public Resources Code, Section 21065] states:
"Project" means an activity which may cause either a direct physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment, and which is any of the following:

(a) An activity directly undertaken by any public agency. 

(b) An activity undertaken by a person which is supported, in whole or in part, through contracts, grants, subsidies, loans, or other forms of assistance from one or more public agencies.

(c) An activity that involves the issuance to a person of a lease, permit, license, 

      certificate, or other entitlement for use by one or more public agencies.

Proposed CALFED Projects in the Legal Delta [as defined in the State Water Code, Section 12220]:

The ROD lists many actions as part of the preferred alternative that would be projects, including but not limited to:

· Ecosystem Restoration: restore habitat in the Delta and Yolo Bypass, including Franks Tract.

· Storage: In-Delta storage of approximately 250,000 acre feet of water and expand Los Vaqueros Reservoir by up to 400,000 acre feet.

· Conveyance: South Delta
· Increase State Water Project pumping to 8,500 cubic feet per second, and eventually to 10,300 cubic feet per second.

· Design and construct new fish screens at the Clifton Court Forebay and Tracy pumping plant.

· Dredge and install operable barriers to ensure water of adequate quantity and quality to agricultural diverters in the South Delta.  

· Design and construct floodway improvements on the lower San Joaquin River to provide conveyance, flood control and ecosystem benefits.
· Conveyance: North Delta
· Evaluate and implement improved operational procedures for the Delta Cross Channel

· Reduce agricultural drainage in the Delta, including early implementation projects on Veale and Byron Tracts to address fishery and water quality concerns. 

· Evaluate a screened through-Delta facility on the Sacramento River of up to 4,000 cubic feet per second.

· Design and construct floodway improvements, such as on the lower Mokelumne River and Georgiana Slough, to provide conveyance, flood control, and ecosystem benefits.
· Conveyance: An intertie between the State Water Project and the Central Valley Project at or near Tracy. 

Some CALFED projects may adversely impact recreation and thus require mitigation (such as permanent barriers that will block navigation on Delta channels).  At the same time, consistent with the ROD, CALFED projects must also provide opportunities for "recreation improvements and enhancements".  
The following provides more detailed information regarding the current status of these individual CALFED projects.
2004 Delta Improvements Package

The 2004 Delta Improvements Package updates the Record of Decision (ROD) and is the centerpiece of the ongoing CALFED effort.  Actions related to water project operations and potential increased exports are to be evaluated in the context of science, funding constraints and new management options.  

In August 2004, the California Bay Delta Authority adopted the Delta Improvements Package, a plan that details the schedules and linkages between a series of actions to be initiated by state and federal agencies that are responsible for water project operations and environmental regulatory compliance.
The Package includes conditions that would allow the Department of Water Resources to increase its permitted pumping capacity from 6,680 cubic-feet-per-second (cfs) to 8,500 cfs, including:

· Develop a salinity management plan for the San Joaquin River;

· Construct permanent operable barriers in the South Delta;

· Improve water quality protections near the Contra Costa Canal;

· Protect the environment for native fish species including implementing the Ecosystem Restoration Program; and

· Develop a long-term Environmental Water Account to protect fish and help ensure reliable water supplies.
In addition to these actions, the CALFED agencies will continue to conduct workshops, studies, independent reviews, and other activities to look at the relationship between water project operations, water quality, and biological resources in order to use the best available scientific information in planning and regulatory activities (Delta Improvements Package Implementation Plan Regarding CALFED Bay Delta Program Activities in the Delta, August 12, 2004).

Along with these specific actions outlined in the 2004 Delta Improvements Package, the Authority approved a series of annual program plans that were developed by the 25 state and federal agencies charged with implementing the CALFED program (Summary of Schedules, August 12, 2004).
Early in October 2004, the U.S. House of Representatives unanimously passed a bill (H.R. 2828) for $389 million in federal funding to continue the CALFED programs.  The measure authorized numerous water projects including constructing storage facilities (e.g. enlarging Los Vaqueros Reservoir), stabilizing Delta levees, conducting flood management programs and implementing water quality improvements.  On October 2l5, 2004, President Bush signed the Water Supply Reliability and Environmental Improvement Act (H.R. 2323), authorizing federal agencies to implement CALFED programs and the additional $389 million for the CALFED Program.  The legislation ensures the ongoing participation of federal agencies and implements the CALFED ROD>
South Delta Improvements Program
The Department of Water Resources and the Bureau of Reclamation are responsible for the South Delta Improvements Program.  The South Delta Improvements Program (SDIP) includes elements of the CALFED Record of Decision for a long term comprehensive plan to restore the ecological health and improve water management of the Bay-Delta system.  The SDIP is the next step in a series to increase SWP operational flexibility and water supply for water users south of the Delta.  The DWR and Reclamation have the following objectives for the SDIP projects:
· Increase SWP operational flexibility and water supplies to SWP/CVP water contractors south of the Delta

· Ensure water quantity and quality for agricultural diverters within the south Delta; and
· Reduce the straying of San Joaquin salmon into the south Delta
South Delta Management

Three primary projects comprise the South Delta Improvements Program:
1.
Increasing diversions through Clifton Court Forebay from 6,680 cfs (cubic feet per second) to 8,500 cfs (cubic feet per second) would require minor dredging in the West Canal to reduce scour and would require opening the gates into Clifton Court Forebay more frequently than for the current operation.  

2.
Three permanent operation barriers for Middle River, Grantline Canal and Old River would allow flood flow passage of flood flows and maintain water levels in the channels during the irrigation season.  The barriers are bottom hinged gates that sit on the bottom of the river when they are not used.  The barriers would improve water circulation and maintain water quality in the South Delta. 
A permanent operable fish barrier is proposed where Old River splits off of the San Joaquin River.  The barrier would be open most of the year except in the spring to keep young salmon in the San Joaquin River as they migrate to the ocean, and in the fall to keep adult salmon in the San Joaquin River as they migrate upstream. 

3. Dredging the Middle River and Old River areas would enhance irrigator access to supplies in the South Delta channels.  The dredging would extend shallow agricultural intakes to deeper levels in the channels.  Dredging and extending the shallow agricultural intakes would help minimize using the proposed barriers to protect water levels when endangered fish are at risk.
INSERT FIGURE FROM WEB SHOWING PROJECT ELEMENTS

HTTP://SDELTA.WATER.CA.GOV/WEB_PG/PUBLIC?WORKSHOP
The SDIP Draft EIR/EIS will be released in March 2005, with dredging anticipated to begin in January 2006 and barrier completion in 2008.  In conjunction with the SDIP, $2.5 million has been allocated for recreation.
Contact:  Paul Marshall 916 653-2118

Email:  marshall@water.ca.gov

Temporary Barriers

The South Delta Temporary Barriers Project initiated in 1991 and extended until 2008, consists of four rock barriers across South Delta Channels.  The temporary barriers program will continue as the environmental documentation is prepared on the permanent agricultural and fish barriers associated with increased South Delta water supplies (described above).  The objectives of the Temporary Barriers Project are to:

· Increase water levels, circulation patterns, and water quality for local agricultural diversions

· Improve flexibility of the State Water Project to reduce impacts to fisheries and to improve conditions for fisheries

The Head of Old River (HOR) barrier serves as a fish barrier and has been in place most years since 1963 between September 15 and November 30.  The HOR barrier was also installed in the spring between April 15 and May 30 for several years excepting for those years when the high San Joaquin River flow prohibit3ed installation.  The other three barriers are agricultural barriers, installed between April 15 and September 30.  The Middle River barrier (MR) has been installed since 1987 and the Old River near Tracy barrier (ORT) has been installed since 1991.  The rock barrier in Grant Line Canal (GLC) was first installed in 1996 and has been installed every year since, except for 1998.  All four rock barriers were not installed in 1998 because of the high San Joaquin River flows.

Agricultural barrier installation has improved water levels and water circulation in the South Delta.  When the HOR barrier was installed migration conditions for San Joaquin salmon improved.  Continuation of the barrier installations is considered essential to protect San Joaquin salmon migrating through the Delta and to provide adequate agricultural water supply for farmers in the South Delta.  An adequate agricultural water supply is required to satisfy quantify, quality, and channel water levels to meet the needs of water users in the South Delta Water Agency.

Using temporary barriers allows DWR to perform further monitoring, to determine hydraulic effects on south Delta channels and biological effects on vegetation and fisheries.  This information is used to develop long-term solutions to agricultural water supply and improvements to salmon migration.  Temporary barriers allow DWR to improve permanent barriers and to consider alternative timing for permanent barriers.  

Contact:  Mark A. Holderman, P.E.

Chief, Temporary Barriers Project and Lower San Joaquin

916 653-7429

E-Mail:  markho@water.ca.gov 

Existing Recreation in the South Delta
The CALFED ROD identified the South Delta Improvements Program as an action to optimize the use of the Delta to convey State and federal project export water.  The EIR/EIS for the South Delta Improvements Program will be tiered from the CALFED Programmatic EIR/EIS adopted in the ROD.  As such, the mitigation measures in the ROD would be incorporated into the South Delta Improvements Program EIR/EIS.  Thus according to the ROD, CALFED projects should “incorporate project-level recreation improvements and enhancements”.

Water-dependent (boating, fishing, rafting, and swimming) or water-enhanced (camping, picnicking, hiking, bicycling, hunting, and scenic/wildlife viewing) recreation comprise the majority of existing recreation activities within the South Delta.  Boating includes houseboating, sailing, waterskiing, windsurfing, fishing.  Commercial boating is primarily limited to the Stockton Deepwater Ship Channel.  Existing access points for boating, personal watercrafting and waterskiing, include areas near Eight Mile Road; areas near SR 12; and areas near the City of Tracy.  Houseboating is primarily along Eight Mile Road with windsurfing typically occurring at Windy Cove and along SR 160 between Sherman Island and Rio Vista.  Sport fishing includes shoreline fishing and private vessels or commercial passenger vessels.  Popular hunting areas include Sherman Island Wildlife Area, Twitchell Island, Franks Tract State Recreation Area and Clifton Court Forebay.  
INSERT Figure 7.4-1 from J&S Administrative Revised Draft EIR/EIS titled Existing Recreation Facilities Relative to Proposed South Delta Improvements

The South Delta Improvements Program, Revised Administrative Draft Environmental Impact Statement Environmental Impact Report (December 2004), identifies potential impacts to recreation associated with the SDIP and concludes that these potential impacts to recreation would be less than significant.   The Revised Administrative Draft Environmental Impact Report (December 2004) does not incorporate project-level recreation improvements or enhancements. 
South Delta Recreation Opportunities

Consistent with the CALFED ROD, the SDIP must include project-level recreation.  The following represents opportunities, including those identified by the Delta Ad Hoc Recreation Committee, to provide recreation in conjunction with the South Delta Improvement Program:

· Proposed boat locks could provide public restrooms, docks, and other public use facilities.

· CALFED could partner with the East Bay Regional Park District to construct trails along appropriate shoreline areas and levees to connect the Delta to regional recreation in Contra Costa County.

· Clifton Court Forebay, a publicly owned facility, is suitable to develop trails; permanent enhanced fishing access, and improved sanitation facilities, including drinking water.

· Appropriate fishing rules for Clifton Court Forebay could help eliminate predation and overpopulation.

· New developments, such as Mountain House and Gold Rush City, could incorporate fishing access areas, scenic overlooks, wildlife observation sites, trails, and other public recreation facilities.

· Franks Tract and Little Franks Tract could be enhanced for recreation and wildlife habitat.

· Fish screens at the project pumps could benefit recreational fishing by minimizing or eliminating the possible loss of fish with pumping actions.
· Levees could be evaluated to determine if public parks and day use areas could be linked with trails, such as Dos Rios Park and Mossdale.

· Kiosks and signs at key Delta entry points, such as along Highways 12, 4, 16, 99 and Interstate 5, could be provided.

· Shoreline trails and paths could be provided in urban waterfront areas.

· Public restrooms could be installed and maintained at existing public parks and facilities.

· Public docks/landings in Delta waterfront communities could be installed and maintained to allow access from the waterways to the communities.

· Launching facilities for small, car-top boats (under 25 feet) could be constructed.

· Shoreline fishing could be provided at barrier locations (e.g. Old River) with parking and restrooms, so that people do not trespass on private property to access the waterways.
· New facilities should meet ADA requirements.

· Inactive marinas could be purchased and used for nonmotorized boating and fishing access.

Potential Partners in the South Delta

California Department of Parks and Recreation

California Department of Fish and Game

California Department of Water Resources

California State Lands Commission

California Department of Boating and Waterways

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Delta Chambers

East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD)

Old River Parkway Committee

North Delta Branch
Restoring the Bay Delta Estuary requires large-scale, integrated, and innovative solutions to address multiple needs.  Delta levee improvements integrate the protection and improvement of water quality, ecosystem function, recreation, infrastructure and a reliable water supply.  

Working within the Department of Water Resources the North Branch is made up of three organizational components:

· North Delta Program

· Bay Delta Levees

· Environmental Compliance and Ecosystem Enhancement

Contact:  Curt Schmutte, Chief, Levees and North Delta Branch
(916) 651-7016 

Email:  schmutte@water.ca.gov
North Delta Program

The North Delta Flood Control and Ecosystem Restoration Project addresses flood control solutions that integrate with ecosystem improvements.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the Department of Water Resources are conducting a study to implement flood control improvements in the northern Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, on and around Staten Island, Dead Horse Island, and McCormack-Williamson Tract, in order to benefit aquatic and terrestrial habitats and alleviate flood-related problems in the North Delta.

The Mokelumne and Cosumnes Rivers and the Morrison Creek stream group do not have sufficient channel capacity to convey 100 year peak flows from the Sierra Nevada through the North Delta to the San Joaquin River.  The lack of channel capacity, along with other constrictions such as displaced boats lodged against bridge abutments, an increase in sedimentation, make many areas in the North Delta subject to flooding.  These areas include the Point Pleasant area, McCormack-Williamson Tract, Dead Horse Island, Staten Island and New Hope tract, Brack and Canal Ranch Tracts, and the Franklin Pond area.  Flooding potential threatens many public facilities such as Interstate 5.  Peak flows can also cause levee failure during large floods and can:

· Result in flooding communities, farmland, habitat, roads
· Expose nearby islands to wave action, seepage and levee erosion
· Affect water supply distribution
· Affect flow patterns, resulting in impacts to water quality

Habitat loss is a major concern in the North Delta.  Reclamation, dredging, upstream development, water diversions, exotic species, and water quality can all result in habitat changes.  Seasonally inundated lands, historically providing habitat have been converted to agricultural, industrial, and urban land uses.  Levee construction, dredging, upstream water development and use, and export of water have eliminated fish and tule bed habitat, altered hydrodynamic processes resulting in changed seasonal patterns of inflow, reduced outflow and diminished flow variability into and through the Bay Delta system.  Exotic species that have adapted to the changed Delta conditions have displaced native Delta species.  
The purpose of the North Delta Flood Control and Ecosystem Restoration Project is to implement flood control improvements to benefit aquatic and terrestrial habitats, species, and ecological processes with the objectives to:

· Improve water supply reliability for conveyance
· Improve water quality for conveyance
· Recommend ecosystem restoration and science actions
· Improve levee stability
· Improve and enhance recreation
· Protect farmland uses
The North Delta Flood Control and Ecosystem Restoration Project looks for opportunities to achieve both flood control and ecosystem restoration goals from willing participants in the North Delta area.  Setbacks for levees and flood bypass areas may be configured to create quality habitats.  The ongoing work at the McCormack-Williamson Tract and Staten Island provide an example of integrating these benefits.
The Draft Description of Proposed Alternatives, North Delta Flood Control and Ecosystem Restoration Project (November, 2003), details the four alternatives that will be subsequently evaluated in the Project EIR/EIS (release spring 2005).   The Notice of Preparation and Notice of Intent to prepare a Joint Environmental Impact Statement and Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed North Delta Improvements Project (2003) describes the proposed action, project background and need for the project.  In the discussion of project purpose, the NOP discusses consistency with the overall goals of CALFED and the intent to incorporate project elements that support CALFED objectives, including the following reference to recreation:
f) Minimize impacts to recreational use in the NDIP project area

The above statement appears to be inconsistent with the intent for individual projects to incorporate recreation improvements, not just minimize impacts to recreation.

The North Delta Flood Control and Ecosystems Restoration Project EIR/EIS will be released in spring 2005 with construction anticipated to be complete in late 2008.

Contact:  Gwen Knittweis, North Delta Project Manager

916-651-7015

Email:  gwenk@water.ca.gov

The McCormack-Williamson Tract property typically floods by overtopping at the Northeast end during large event and breaching downstream causing stress and failure to adjacent levees and local marina moorings.  A north Delta flood solution would allow flood flows to pass through McCormack-Williamson in order to minimize flood impacts to the system.  With a topography that varies from roughly minus four to plus five above sea-level the Tract provides a gradient that would promote a continuum of habitat types with the flood control solution.   All four alternatives to be evaluated in the EIR/EIS (release spring 2005) include opening McCormack-Williamson Tract to flood and/or tidal flows.  The Alternatives vary in their solution to address the downstream flood capacity needs from opening up McCormack-Williamson Tract, such as detention basins, dredging, or short setback levee sections with the potential to provide the needed capacity without being cost prohibitive.

The Nature Conservancy, owner of the McCormack-Williamson Tract, is an active participant in the North Delta Improvements planning process partnering with UC Davis and DWR North Delta staff.  Addressing scientific uncertainties that affect project planning and design is key to the success of the project including:  developing concept models, implementing research and pilot projects, and building an adaptive management framework.

Staten Island, also owned by TNC, has opportunities to integrate flood control and ecosystem restoration by providing setback levees or bypass areas for flood waters.   The Island supports a Sand Crane habitat that could be enhanced.
Bay Delta Levees

The purpose of the Bay Delta Levees program is to improve the flood protection and ecosystem resources of the Delta Levee System.  DWR supports local agencies and landowners who pursue various improvement projects to benefit Delta landowners, State Water Project contractors, and ecosystems that depend on healthy natural habitats.  DWR manages these projects with the Department of Fish and Game, the Reclamation Board, and other federal, State, and local agencies.

Levee projects include levee improvements, ecological enhancements and scientific research.  A variety of current projects reflect the success of local/state partnerships to implement improvements and growing relationship to the CALFED Program.  The Subventions Program conducts routine vegetation control and inspections throughout the entire levee system and supports many significant levee projects throughout the Delta.  
Contact:  Dave Mraz, Program Manager, Bay Delta Levees

916 651-7017

Email:  dmraz@water.ca.gov
As an example, the Decker Island Project combines a variety of goals to:  restore tidal wetland habitat, protect farms, improve water quality, and secure the state water supply. Decker Island, a 470 acre tract surrounded by the Sacramento River to the northwest and Horseshoe Bend to the east, south and west is located in Solano County.  The Decker Island Habitat Development and Sherman and Twitchell Island Improvement Project couples levee reinforcement with habitat improvement.  Two components comprise the project:  (1) the removal of overburden spoils from Decker Island for levee reinforcement at Sherman and Twitchell Islands; 2) the restoration of the Decker Island borrow site with contouring to create suitable conditions for wetland and riparian habitat.  Project goals include:

· Create native habitat found in the Delta region

· Create habitat important to sustain many species of Delta wildlife
· Create self-sustaining habitats

· Improve water quality

· Recreate a portion of the natural heritage environment of the Delta

· Follow principals of adaptive management

The public comment period for the Negative Declaration began on July 16, 2003, and ended on August 14, 2003.  The Notice of Determination was posted on September 8, 2003.  To date 15 acres of new tidal marsh habitat has been created on Decker Island.

In reference to recreation, the certified Initial/Negative Declaration includes the following statement:

The project does not include plans for providing recreational opportunities.  The protection of wildlife habitat and the increase in in-channel and slough habitats on Decker Island, however, will increase potential hunting and fishing opportunities within the Delta.  There is concern that the project will impact access for recreation from the work done on the Bradford Island levees.  The potential loss of recreational opportunities as the result of this project is less than significant impact under California Environmental Quality Act.  There will be short-term use of the levee road by contractor’s equipment, but this should not impair the ability of landowners to access their lands for recreation or other purposes. Furthermore this project has no waterside work and recreational boating and fishing will not be affected.

Contact:  Ed Schmit 916 651-7007
For the Twitchell Island Setback Levee Project, a levee with a steep, unstable waterside slope was identified as both a threat and an opportunity because the project is located on the high energy southern shore of Twitchell Island.  Setting back the levee structurally improved and stabilized the waterside slope.  Beyond flood protection, planting the old levee with young trees will develop more than a half mile of shaded riverine aquatic habitat resulting in a new levee protected by a more gradual stable slope and an energy absorbing planted shelf creating nursery for endangered species.
Contact:

Several other significant projects include a proposed 4-mile levee improvement at New Hope Tract, coordinating with North Delta Program on McCormack-Williamson, the recently completed levee project along 3-mile Slough on Sherman Island, and new levee projects on Jersey Island.  CALFED awarded the Flooded Islands Restoration Feasibility Study a grant to explore restoring wetland habitat in portions of Franks Tract, Big Break, and Lower Sherman Lake.

The levees of the New Hope Tract protect the town of Thorton and valuable agricultural lands from floodwaters racing down the Mokelumne River into the northeast Delta.  With too much water, such as during the flood of February 1986, the New Hope Tract levee is breached, sending floodwaters across more than 10,000 acres.  The goal of the New Hope Tract Project is to improve protection from the waters of the Mokelumne River by improving the integrity of the existing levees and protecting and enhancing valuable habitat resources.  The proposed project will provide robust levees, preserve existing habitat and create wetlands nearby. In excavating material for the levee fortification, DWR intends to create new wetland habitat within the borrow site at Grizzly Slough, near the junction of the Mokelumne and Consumnes Rivers.
Contact:

Franks Tract Project entails a feasibility study to evaluate the potential to create ecosystem, water quality, recreational, and other benefits by modifying remnant levees and constructing tidal gates to inhibit salt trapping and restoring tidal marsh habitat at Franks Tract.  Alternatives range from full to partial levee reconstruction and construction of tidal gates at Franks Tract, False River, and Dutch Slough.  The Franks Tract Project could improve the quality of water diverted at the State Water Project and the Central Valley Project; improve the migration of fish through the Delta; restore the ecosystem by improving the basic food supply; and enhance recreation by providing additional levee beach slopes.  Franks Tract, a reclaimed tidal marsh, was actively farmed until a levee was breached in 1938.  Other than remnant levees, the island has remained underwater.  In 2000, DWR conducted a cursory evaluation of potential water quality benefits of reclaiming Franks Tract.  According to preliminary results of modeling reclamation alternatives, up to 40 percent salinity reduction could be achieved at the export facilities during dry years.  Incoming tides “pump” salt into Franks Tract, but channel configurations keep salt from draining out as the tide recedes, resulting in gradual build-up of salt in the Central Delta during the summer.  The feasibility study began in January 2004; the EIR/EIS will be complete in 2006 with full project implementation estimated to be complete in 2011. 
Contact:  Dan Fua 916 651-9823

dfua@water.ca.gov
Delta Cross Channel Reoperation and Through Delta Facility.  For two of the north Delta conveyance facilities, the CALFED Preferred Program Alternative includes improvements to (1) evaluate and implement improved operation procedures for the Delta Cross Channel to address fishery and water quality; and (2) evaluate a screened Through-Delta facility on the Sacramento River up to 45,000 cfs.  BOR will lead the Delta Cross Channel efforts and DWR will lead the Through-Delta facility efforts.  The diversion facility on the Sacramento River would be considered after three separate assessments are completed:

· Assess DCC operational strategies and confirm continued concern over water quality impacts
· Evaluate the technical viability of the Through-Delta Facility
· Resolve fisheries concerns related to a Through-Delta Facility
Operational studies for the Delta Cross Channel Operation began in 2000 with anticipated completion in late 2005.The current schedule projects the completion of studies with recommendations for reoperation of the Delta Cross Channel and construction of a Through-Delta Facility in 2005, funding in 2006, and completion of the Final EIR/EIS in 2007.
Contact:  

Existing Recreation in the North Delta and Potential Impacts to Recreation

Recreation use in the North Delta includes boat cruising, waterskiing, fishing and camping with windsurfing, sailing and wildlife observation occurring in more specific areas.    The following land and water areas are utilized for recreation:

· White Slough is popular for waterskiing, wakeboarding, and personal watercraft use.
· Potato Slough is popular for canoeing, kayaking, and PWC use.

· The North Fork of the Mokelumne River is popular for waterskiing and wakeboarding.

· The South Fork of the Mokelumne is popular for waterskiing and wakeboarding with fishing along the west side of Bouldin Island.

· Georgiana Sough is popular for fishing and PWC use.

· The Delta Cross Channel is a popular area for bank anglers.

· The Delta Cross Channel provides a shortcut to Delta Meadows, Snodgrass Slough and access to marinas and restaurants along both forks of the Mokelumne River near Dead Horse Island. When the channel gates are closed boaters travel over 20 miles around Tyler Island to access destinations.
· Lower portion of Snodgrass Slough is popular for waterskiing, wakeboarding and PWC use.
· Natural areas in the upper portion of Snodgrass Slough provide ideal conditions for canoeing and kayaking.

· Lower Cosumnes River is popular for canoeing and kayaking.

· Three-Mile Slough is popular for fishing.
Land Areas in Public Ownership within the North Delta

· Stone Lakes NWR, (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service), offers wildlife viewing, fishing, non-motorized boating and trails.
· Delta Meadows River Park, (Department of Parks and Recreation), provides for kayaking, canoeing, walking trails, fishing, 
· Brannan Island State Recreation Area, (Department of Parks and Recreation), provides for boating, camping, fishing, swimming, windsurfing.
· Cliffhouse Fishing Access, (Sacramento County), offers fishing, clamming, windsurfing.

· Georgiana Slough Fishing Access, (Sacramento County),  provides for canoeing and kayaking, fishing
· Westgate Landing, (San Joaquin County), provides for boating, fishing, camping
· Cosumnes River Preserve, (multiple agencies), provides trails, birding, canoeing and kayaking.
Potential Recreation Opportunities in the North Delta
The following represent the Delta Ad Hoc Recreation Committee’s identified opportunities to provide recreation in conjunction with the North Delta Improvement Program:

· Upgrade existing facilities at Delta Meadows River Park.  

· Upgrade existing restroom facilities.

· Provide a sewage pumpout facility for recreational vessels.

· Provide additional fishing access.

· Provide a courtesy dock to allow access to shore from moored vessels.

· Develop a non-motorized boating trails program for the park

· Construct a new waterfront bicycle/hiking trail on the levees of the Delta Loop, the tends-mile stretch along the San Joaquin and Mokelumne Rivers.

· Provide improved parking and other facilities to support existing bank fishing near the Delta Cross Channel.

· Upgrade and expand facilities at Georgiana Slough to include non-motorized boating trails, camping and other recreation.

· Enlarge existing beaches and create new beaches to serve as boater destination facilities, to include swimming, picnicking or access to amenities offered in a nearby town.

· Construct courtesy docks, such as the one in Walnut Grove, for other Delta towns, such as Isleton, Courtland and Hood.

· Enhance the recreational facilities of the McCormack-Williamson Tract.

· new hiking/biking trails 

· wildlife viewing areas

· restrooms

· new water-covered areas

· a nonmotorized boating trails program

· fishing access

· courtesy dock

· Enhance the recreational facilities of Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge.

· Provide restrooms

· Develop new trails

· Provide public hunting opportunities.

· If the Delta Cross Channel is closed during boating season, add a boat lock to allow boat movement.
· Reoperate the lock at the northern end of the Deepwater Ship Channel.

Potential Partners in the North Delta
California Department of Parks and Recreation

California Department of Fish and Game

California Department of Water Resources

California State Lands Commission

California Department of Boating and Waterways

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Sacramento County Department of Regional Parks, Recreation and Open Space
San Joaquin County Department of Building Services
The Nature Conservancy

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Port of Sacramento

Delta Chambers

South Sacramento County Streams Project

Interstate 5 and Point Pleasant Flood Protection Project

The Mokelumne Cosumnes Watershed Alliance
U.C. Davis
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