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Recent Releases From Statewide Water Storage Facilities 

Could Be Offset by In-Delta Storage Project

Sacramento, CA – For the second year in a row, state water officials lowered water levels at a number of California’s primary water storage facilities and sent additional water downstream in an effort to protect water quality and fishery habitat in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, a move that unfortunately depletes California’s desperately needed reserves of water in storage. 

The In-Delta Storage Project, an innovative plan to store water directly within the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta, could significantly reduce the need to lower existing upstream reservoir levels and would improve Delta water quality in a much faster timeframe.

The Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta is the largest natural estuary on the west coast of North America and serves as one of California’s primary water sources – two-thirds of the state’s residents rely on the Delta for at least a portion of their drinking water. However, during dry conditions or drought, salt moving in from the San Francisco Bay severely jeopardizes the Delta’s water quality and threatens federal and state water quality standards. State water officials are obligated to identify and implement measures, such as increased water flows from reservoirs, to protect Delta water quality for California residents, agriculture and fish and other natural resources.  A dry March has triggered increased salinity levels in the Delta at a time when statewide water officials would typically prefer to be storing or banking water. Recent news coverage has highlighted the water quality problems:

“Flows From Lake Shasta Will Double To Flush Delta; Dry Weather Pushed Salt Water Into      

 Environmentally Sensitive Estuary”



Redding Record Searchlight, April 7, 2004

“Water Released To Decrease Delta Salinity”

KCRA-TV Sacramento, April 8, 2004

“American River Flows To Increase; The Goal Is To Fight Delta Salinity And Avoid ’03 Disputes”

Sacramento Bee, April 5, 2004

“As one of the water storage proposals currently under consideration by the California Bay-Delta Authority, this project is uniquely qualified to improve Delta water quality, being located directly in the impacted region,” said Andy Moran, general manager for the In-Delta Storage Project.  

“If the In-Delta Storage Project was operational at this time, it could release water immediately into the Delta to reduce salinity levels, ensuring precious water stored at other reservoirs and water storage facilities would be saved for future needs.”


All told, more than 200,000 acre-feet of water could have remained in upstream reservoirs if Delta Wetlands was operational. An acre-foot of water contains approximately 326,000 gallons and is sufficient to meet the needs of two families for a year.  In addition, by releasing water directly into the affected Delta area, incoming river flows (including the Lower American River) would not have to be significantly increased. Such increased river flows have caused the stranding of endangered fish in past years, generating heavy criticism of federal and state agencies by environmental organizations. 

An additional benefit of the In-Delta Storage Project is its ability to refill its reservoirs multiple times during the year. Once water has been released into the Delta system to reduce salinity levels, the In-Delta Storage Project has the capacity to refill again and capture excess flows generated by storm events or other wet conditions, storing surplus water that would otherwise flow to the ocean.

Located in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and straddling San Joaquin and Contra Costa counties, the project involves four Delta islands.  After years of farming and subsidence, the islands’ land elevations are now below sea level. By fortifying the surrounding levee systems, the project will be 

able to store significant amounts of water on two of the islands, forming a greatly needed new surface water storage facility.  The reservoir islands will be able to capture low salinity water when it is 

available (typically during storms or other events that produce large flows through the Delta), for later use when water is scarce and salinity levels typically increase in the Delta. The reservoir islands will have the capacity to store approximately 217,000 acre-feet of water and, on average, supply more than 120,000 acre-feet of new water each year. The California Bay-Delta Authority, a consortium of federal and state agencies, is currently studying a short list of surface water storage proposals, including the In-Delta Storage Project, for potential construction and implementation. 


“Of the five water storage projects currently under review by the California Bay-Delta Authority, the In-Delta Storage Project is the only project located directly in the Delta and could be operational within the next decade,” added Moran. “The recent water quality problems experienced within the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta exemplify why the state must move forward with projects that provide benefits where needed most.”

In addition to the water supply and storage benefits, nine thousand acres on the two remaining islands will be set aside permanently as wetland and wildlife habitat, forming a mosaic of seasonal and permanent wetlands, riparian woodland zones, ponds and lakes, and open grassland areas.  The habitat islands will provide extremely valuable wetland and wildlife benefits to the Delta, supporting a wide variety of species, including listed and endangered plants and animals and migratory waterfowl.  In addition, a significant level of farming activity will be integrated into the habitat plan, preserving much of the history and character of the area in perpetuity.


For more information on In-Delta Storage, please visit its web site at www.deltawetlands.com.

