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1. Bay-Delta Levee Program update on SB 34/AB 360 Program
Mike Mirmazaheri reported that most reclamation districts have received payments and noted that FY 07’-08’ Subventions payments should be received.  Gilbert Cosio made note that they have in fact received checks for their projects.  Mike M. also commented that previous payments are out of DWR’s hands and at the State Controller’s Office (SCO).  Mike M. also reported that FY 08’-09’ Subventions funding is now secured, and asked all districts to submit their claims if they have not already.  Bill Darsie asked what “secured” meant.  Mike M. answered that secured means that they are scheduled to be funded by the April 09’ bond sale, and noted that anything in the FY 09’-10’ really depends on the upcoming October bond sale.  Gilbert Cosio asked if existing bond funds will cover 08’-09’ special projects, and Mike M. answered that he was not sure if the money is available for those projects or not.  
Mike M. noted that comments are due by Monday, August 31, 2009 for the summary of subventions claims that was sent out.  Mike M. is approaching the board to ask for $18 million for FY 09’-10’ Subventions program.  Dominick Gulli asked about the status of the sunset of the subventions program.  Terry Macaulay responded that CALFED is currently trying to add language to a budget bill for an extension of the subventions program.  Tom Zuckerman described the attitude toward the Delta regarding water transport, concluding that if there is no support from the State the levees in the Delta will suffer.  Gilbert Cosio added that the DWR claimed they had $2-3 billion at a hearing at the Capitol on Wednesday, August 26, 2009.  Terry Macaulay commented that the budget process is based historically on the fact that money and revenue will be available, but this year was significantly different because the money was not available.  Mike M. stated that the dialogue workshop regarding the Interim Guidelines will be held on September 2, 2009 from 1pm to 3pm.  
Bob Orcutt gave the Department of Fish and Game report.  Bob stated that the State has to operate as if things are business as usual.  He reported that most applications for FY 09’-10’ have been received.  DFG is currently processing FY 08’-09’ claims.  DWR is coordinating meetings for the Programmatic Mitigation Program.  DFG continues to analyze and check habitat assessments.   

2. Delta Emergency Operation Plan
Geoff Shaw reported that a memorandum agreement with the USACE for emergency operations mapping of the Delta is in the final phase of approval.  Chris Neudeck added that there are multiple mapping efforts currently ongoing in the Delta, including a FEMA funded pilot project, that together create confusion amongst the public.  Steve Bradley reiterated the need for coordination between the emergency operations mapping efforts.  Steve reported that the emergency response preparedness plan had been halted, but a recent request for exemption had been approved.  On July 29, 2009 an emergency response meeting for the delta was held that created four groups to explore the gaps in emergency response.  There will be a second meeting on September 30, 2009 at the Office of Emergency Services at 1pm for further discussion.   (Contact Judi Quan)

Marci Coglianese reported that the Central Valley Flood Plan committee is currently working on brainstorming exercises.  Marci noted the concern over coordination between the various planning efforts in the Delta.  Steve Bradley responded that coordination efforts are difficult when committees are in the planning stages, because decisions have not been made.  Marci voiced concern that conservation planning may lead to massive land use changes.  Tom Zuckerman explained why historically locals are not included in steering committees, and that planning efforts first need to adopt a concept on how to control flood management because that is where water exports are derived.  Steve Bradley noted that there is a feasibility study for reservoir storage, but this a daunting task due to the required Congressional approval process.  Marci added that without cooperation of the people in the Delta, the process will not work.  
Joe Mazer introduced himself and asked all members of the committee to contact him so that planning efforts can be matched with local resources.  
3. BDPAC Levee Subcommittee Co-Chairs’ Report
Marci Coglianese requested that a pattern of expenditures be included in the CALFED letter to track the actual spending in the Delta. Coglianese also noted that in the letter there was mention that Phase II of DRMS had been nearly completed, but she was unaware of this. Dave Mraz confirmed that Phase II of DRMS was nearly completed but the budget crisis has essentially stopped work. Mraz noted that Les Harder had requested 3 or 4 different scenarios be incorporated in Phase II, and although finances had began to flow they were still undecided as to incorporating more scenarios. Coglianese reiterated that comments are welcome on the CALFED letter, and September 25th was the deadline for comments.

Coglianese asked if there were any USACE representatives at the meeting, and there was none. Dave Mraz reported that he had met with Russ Root’s replacement at USACE, the new lead Dennis Clark. Mraz gave a series of presentation to Federal representatives as to the importance of a large scale project in the Delta, and Clark has asked him “What is the national significance of the Delta?” Mraz gave answers involving water supply, local interests and urban protection, but felt that he did not ask the question thoroughly enough for USACE. Mraz then handed out a letter that he was drafting to USACE, and asked for assistance from RD representatives and engineers. 

Bob Yeadon commented that the Chesapeake Bay had recently completed a large USACE project and maybe Mraz could use that as a model. Coglianese commented that she was puzzled, and had heard that the Secretary of the Interior had commented that the Delta was important to the Federal government. Bill Betchart commented that Judge Wagner’s decision had put the Delta in the national forefront. Gil Labrie commented that the importance of the Delta was disaster assistance and prevention, similar to New Orleans. There were public suggestions that the importance include the water exporting, the large California economy, or a similar scenario like the Florida Everglades. Dennis Nunn commented that the National Levee Safety committee has “bullets” that they can use in the letter, such as addressing Homeland Security.  Steve Bradley commented that Florida Everglades project commenced because the governor of Florida personally pushed the project, and USACE does not push specific projects itself. Labrie commented that getting the governor of California to push the Delta might be problem. There was a public question as to why this was coming up now, and Mraz thought that because Clark was new and wanted information to give to his general. Mraz commented that the letter MBK, KSN and DCC sent to Representative Wolk in August requesting $500 million in levee repairs might suggest that the Delta might not need Federal help. 

Mraz commented that he was hopeful of Clark, and what he could do with USACE. Labrie commented that the Delta always has had federal interest, hence CALFED. Dave Lawson agreed but commented that the USACE was originally not involved with the Delta. Bob Orcutt asked if there was any difference between a Federal interest and a large scale California interest. Mraz answered that it was yes, and an example he gave was emergency response. Coglianese commented that the entire Federal jurisdiction in the Delta was the Federal interest in the Delta.  Mraz reiterated his letter and thanked the group for any comments and input.

4. Implementing Agencies/CALFED Report
Terry Macaulay reported that CALFED is trying to place subventions language in the most recent bills to reauthorize and extend the subventions program this conference committee session.  Tom Zuckerman explained that the Delta levees are being characterized as private levees when they are in fact not, and this is an unfair characterization of the subject.  Zuckerman also explained how the conference committees work, and stated that he is not sure whether or not it is possible to add the subventions language this session.  Zuckerman noted that there is a lot of dissatisfaction currently with the program.  

Marci Coglianese asked Dave Mraz about the strategic levee plan.  Dave Mraz responded that the internal reviews are being analyzed and the plan will not be ready by the September 2, Interim Guidelines meeting in Walnut Grove.  Mraz mentioned that there are many differing opinions on how the document will govern the Delta.  Marci posed the question of which planning effort is going to consume the other planning efforts.  Marci also noted that the committee typically reviewed the CALFED 10-year plan and then the plan went to the authority board, but the authority board no longer exists.  Marci commented that the BDPAC meeting is federally mandated, and therefore the committee should make the effort to review the CALFED 10-year plan document.  Bob Orcutt commented that the environmental portion of the plan seems accurate, but describes the sunset of the subventions program in a very light tone and does not include the severity of the impact it will make.    
5. Public Comment
Bill Betchart asked Steve Bradley about the bypasses in the Delta that were mentioned at the FloodSAFE meetings. Bradley answered that the bypasses, specifically the Yolo Bypass was being addressed at the Central Valley Flood Protection Plan meetings. Bradley also commented that widening Paradise Cut was also talked about at these meetings. Bradley commented that CVFPP was not specific in legislation and more implied, and being worked out in the public process.
Judi Quan commented that she was working on the Delta Protection Committee management plan, and last week 1/3 of the new plan was adopted at the meeting in Isleton. The next DPC management meeting would be held on September 24th in Stockton from 1:00 PM-6:30 PM. She advised anyone interested to look at the DPC website, and thanked everyone for their time and comments.
The next meeting will be held on September 25th, 2009.
